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Principles of Irish
Property Law

By Fiona de Londras
Published by Clarus Press
Price €95
Publication Date: October 2007

Although it is the dreaded subject of
many a law student property law
remains one of the fundamental courses
for any undergraduate considering a
professional career in law. While the
area is not without valuable core texts,
recommended in universities across the
country, it is safe to say that de Londras’
first edition of Principles of Irish
Property Law deserves to be included in
any “essential reading” list.

Anyone who has studied property
law will remember with great fondness
the day they were introduced to the concept of tenure and the
infamous fee simple! From that day forward the legal
language which most students were only coming to grips with
took on an unprecedented linguistic challenge. Coupled with
complex, archaic concepts the study of Irish property law is
one many of us will look back on with anything but fondness.

De Londras has united with Clarus Press to create a
textbook which successfully tackles these customary
grievances surrounding Irish property law. She achieves this
task through the use of an accessible, comprehensible writing
style which, although undeniably easy to follow, is not
excessively simple to the point that it should be considered a
novice type manual.

Without summarizing the contents of the entire book let me
address a few areas where I believe the author has been
particularly successful.

Chapter one sets the scene with a focused examination of the
foundational concepts. Following a clear distinction between
real and personal property the author goes on to explain, with
considerable clarity, this issue of property as a right, as well as
the important concepts of ownership and possession. The final
portion of the chapter deals specifically with the concept of land
emphasizing its importance to the law of real property.

The concept of tenure is crucial to achieving a complete
understanding of the roots of property law principles in

Ireland. De Londras’ second chapter traces
feudalism and tenure in a way that
provides the reader with an unambiguous
view of the preceding situation without
overburdening the reader with more
historical information than absolutely
necessary. This in turn allows for a smooth
transition into the study of more complex
areas such as the Use and the doctrine of
estates, for which an understanding of
feudalism and tenure is essential.

Chapter four breaks down and clarifies
the various estates that exist in land
through the extensive use of accessible
examples. This allows for these often
problematical concepts to be put into an
every day context that students can more
easily relate to. From the account of the
fee simple through to the explanation of
the more troublesome Rule in Shelly’s

case1 this chapter successfully endeavors to elucidate these
undeniably intricate areas.

In addition to producing a text which sets out the existing
legal principles in Irish property law de Londras appropriately
includes analysis of the future of land law in Ireland. She
outlines and explains, where relevant in each chapter, the
impact that the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Bill 2006
will have on modern Irish land law. In particular, the situation
in relation to a number of the estates in land and the state of
future interests is soon to be radically altered. With such
significant change afoot this text is a useful point of reference
for professionals and students alike who will now require an
informative summary of these proposed reforms.

Fiona de Londras can now stand alongside the leading
property law authors with her publication of Principles of Irish
Property Law. A well written, comprehensible and up-to-date
text, it can certainly be included in the Clarus Press expanding
list of success stories.

Reviewed by Kate Kelly,2 Lecturer in Law, 
Griffith College Dublin 

Endnotes

1. (1581) 1 Co Rep 88b.

2. This review expresses the personal opinion of the reviewer, however, we would
like to acknowledge that the reviewer is an employee of Bellerophon Ltd, who is
a shareholder in Clarus Press.

Book Reviews
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Principles of Irish 
Contract Law
By Máireád Enright
Published by Clarus Press
Price €85
Publication Date: October 2007

Irish contract law is an area that has
become increasingly well catered for in
terms of texts over the last number of years,
this is despite the fact that contract law is
not as extensively litigated as other legal
areas. As such, Máireád Enright had her
work cut out for her to produce a text
which would add to and compete with the
stellar texts available in this area already.
Principles of Irish Contract Law however is
specifically stated to have been completed
with the undergraduate student in mind. To
assess whether Ms Enright has fulfilled her
part of the bargain, one has to consider what the undergraduate
student needs from a contract law text (or indeed any law text).

Contract law tends to be a subject yawned at by many an
undergraduate law student and while it is not essential for a
text to make this subject interesting if the student does not
automatically find it so, it is definitely not a bad thing. Ms
Enright seems to have achieved this — she has unusual,
thought-provoking (and sometimes funny!) quotes at the
beginning of certain chapters and sections within chapters
(my favourite being in the chapter on consideration
“Consideration is to contract law as Elvis is to rock and roll: the
King” p 75). She had also provided an interesting and readable
contextual basis for the principles and case law which is, I
would suggest, essential for any student to grasp the basics of
any legal subject. This is particularly evident in the first
chapter where an introduction is given to some of the
important themes in contract law. Enright discusses some of
the problems which arise as a result of the current non-
interventionist policy in contract law and suggests that if the
goal of contract law is “economic efficiency” then this will
cause significant problems in terms of social justice. Apart
from the fact that this analysis is a very interesting read it also
makes the whole area of contract law more relevant and
modern for the student who can sometimes forget its
relevance given the age of some of the case law!

A second and more important
requirement is that the book makes the
area accessible and understandable.
Some areas of contract law can be quite
complicated such as consideration,
promissory estoppel, privity, misrepre-
sentation and mistake. In each of these
chapters, Ms Enright has divided each
chapter into manageable sections with
clear, concise and logical explanations
and discussions of the principles and
case law. Important extracts from key
judgments supplement Ms Enright’s
explanations.

Finally, Ms Enright has included
sections on important areas in which
contract law is becoming increasingly
relevant —notably e-commerce and
contracts on reproduction. As the scope
and importance of the internet has

grown, e-commerce has expanded at a phenomenal rate. A
discussion of e-commerce has been included in the chapters on
acceptance (Chapter 5), Statute of Frauds (Chapter 11) and
exemption clauses (Chapter 14). The use of contract law in the
area of reproduction in Ireland is a very new trend. Enright
includes a summary and discussion of the recent case on this
point — MR v TR [2006] IEHC 221. She notes that contract law
has been argued to be a particularly male construct, based on
logical transactions rather than a more relationship-based,
intuitive approach (which is arguably a more female
construct). As such, contract law may not be the perfect legal
tool to use the sensitive area of reproduction.

Without doubt, this text will be of great use to the
undergraduate student however it is also, I would suggest, a
good general text for practitioners or individuals looking for
an understandable and readable book on contract law. It
covers all the essential areas of contract law in depth and with
context and analysis. It goes further than that however by
making sure that the reader is aware that contract law is a
living, breathing, modern and relevant part of Irish law.

Reviewed by Ciara Fitzgerald1, B.C.L., (NUI), LL.M.,
(Cantab), Contract Lecturer, The Law School, Griffith

College Dublin
Endnote

1. This review expresses the personal opinion of the reviewer, however, we would
like to acknowledge the reviewer is an employee of Bellerophon Ltd, who is a
shareholder in Clarus Press.
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UCC Law Faculty

Date: 7 December 2007
Venue: UCC

Conference Aim With the ever increasing number of institutions
offering law, and law-related courses, and the increasing
numbers of students willing to take up those courses, this
conference was excellently placed to allow academics, teachers,
practitioners and even students to discuss developments in the
area of legal education and make some suggestions for the
future. The conference was split into three different sessions.

The morning session focused on the evolution of the
undergraduate curriculum. The session was opened by the
charismatic and incredibly witty Dermot Gleeson SC (former
Attorney General, current Chairman of the Governing Body of
UCC) who spoke a little on the benefits that can be derived
from a career which encompasses both academia and practice.
He also expressed doubt as to whether the science model of
the Ph.D could be simply transferred to legal Ph.Ds.

The session itself was chaired by Judge Bryan McMahon
(Judge of the High Court, and former Professor of Law and Head
of the Department of Law in UCC). He introduced the speakers
with a little discussion of the vagaries of legal language. The
speakers for the first session comprised of Professor Joseph
Singer (Bussey Professor of Law, Harvard Law School), Sarah
McDonald (Dean of the Honourable Society of the Kings Inns)
and Marie McGonagle (Head of Department and Director of the
LL.M. in Public Law).

Both Professor Singer and Sarah McDonald spoke of the
need to ensure that their curricula provided their students with
certain skills. Professor Singer noted that the curriculum in
Harvard had changed very little since Christopher Columbus
Langdell had reformed it! The new curricula now focus on
providing the students with a body of skills considered by the
Harvard faculty to be essential skills for a law graduate. Sarah
McDonald remarked that the focus of the new Barrister-at-Law
degree was to produce graduates with the necessary expertise
needed to practice as a barrister – this meant an alteration to
the substance of the course itself but also to the method of
assessment to ensure that the students were achieving the
appropriate learning outcomes.

Marie McGonagle spoke on the evolution of the curricula in
NUI Galway. The approach taken by the Faculty there was not
a complete overhaul as in Harvard or the Kings Inns but more
of an incremental progression. The core basis of theory had
been retained and improvements have been made which link
into this core rather than just acting as an add-on. Specifically

Marie spoke of the need to integrate the use of technology
properly and ensure that the student has the appropriate
research skills, evaluative skills and communication skills to
fully use new technologies in their study and practice of law.

The second part of the morning session involved a number of
round table discussions which were essentially seminars
focusing on particular pedagogical themes: developing practical
skills, teaching with technology, joint law degrees and pedagogy
in law. At each session three speakers presented a paper on the
theme. I attended the teaching with technology discussion
where there were enlightening papers on how to better use
available technology to impart knowledge to students. Dr
Anderson (Queens University) talked about his use of podcasts
with undergraduate tort students. Dr Fahy (DIT) delivered a
paper on the use of WebCT in delivering a Legal Research
module and Dr. Áine Ryall and Stephen Deane (UCC) discussed
the creation of an online forum for use in delivering a module
on Environmental Law, an area of law which is derived from a
vast array of domestic, European and international sources.

The afternoon session focused on graduate curriculums in
law schools, another area which is expanding quite rapidly. The
session was chaired by Professor Gerard Quinn (NUI Galway)
and had an impressive panel of Professor John Mee (UCC),
Professor Colin Scott (UCD) and Dr Eoin O’Dell (TCD).
Professor Mee discussed the potential benefits of a development
of “Fourth Level” Irish law while Professor Scott focused on
how such development will improve the professions but also
argued that PhD programmes that have a certain amount of
structure to them do have benefits attached to them. Dr. O’
Dell’s paper followed on from Professor Scott’s as he talked
about the development of a skills programme in Trinity for PhD
students in their first year.

The conference was closed by Celia Wells (Professor of Law,
University of Durham) who reflected on some of the issues
that had been raised during the conference and also on the
developments and challenges legal education is facing. In
particular she noted that while there has been a significant
increase in the number of women entering into the law, not
enough of them are remaining in the profession.

Conclusion
Overall the conference was a great success and all credit must
go to UCC for continuing to provide informative, challenging
conferences on such a wide range of issues. As we face into a
period when there are more law students in Ireland than ever
before, this conference was aptly timed to discuss the challenges
ahead and suggest possible future paths.

Conference Note
Ciara Fitzgerald
BCL., LL.M., Deputy Head of Academic Law,
Griffith College Dublin

Second Annual Legal Education Symposium
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